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This document was prepared with the technical assistance of the Middle Rio
Grande Council of Governments through the Locality Planning Assistance
Program and funded in part through the Local Government Division of the New
Mexico Department of Finance and Administration.

A special thank you to the Citizens of the Village of Corrales who were
instrumental in preparing this document through their invaluable input.

Resolution No. 96-03, a Resolution Adopting this Comprehensive Plan for the
Village of Corrales, was Approved, Adopted and Signed February 29, 1996 by
the Governing Body of the Village of Corrales.
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VILLAGE OF CORRALES
RESOLUTION NO. 96-03

A RESOLUTION ADOPTING A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
FOR THE VILLAGE OF CORRALES

WHEREAS, the Village of Corrales Governing Body has the responsibility and the statutory
authority to adopt a master plan for the development of areas within the Village and its planning and platting
jurisdiction; and

WHEREAS, the Village of Corrales Governing Body recognizes the necessity of comprehensive
planning to ensure rational development which respects the human, economic, and environmental needs of
the community; and

WHEREAS, the Comprehensive Plan Review Committee, appointed by the Village of Corrales
Governing Body, has conducted numerous public meetings in order to formulate a Comprehensive Plan; and

WHEREAS, a draft Comprehensive Plan has been circulated for review by various local groups and
organizations, and subsequently has been recommended by the Comprehensive Plan Review Committee for
approval and adoption by the Village of Corrales Governing Body; and

WHEREAS, the Village of Corrales Planning and Zoning Commission has reviewed and made
recommendations on the draft Comprehensive Plan; and

WHEREAS, the Village of Corrales has conducted public hearings for presentation of the
Comprehensive Plan and to solicit comment by any of the citizens of the community.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the Village of Corrales, New
Mexico as follows:

1. The Comprehensive Plan, attached and made a part of this Resolution, is adopted as the
Village of Corrales Comprehensive Plan and shall provide a foundation for the local
community planning process and associated development plans and programs for the Village

of Corrales.

2. The Comprehensive Plan shall provide general guidance for land use and other development
decisions, and shall form the basis for more detailed ordinances, regulations, standards, and
procedures.

3. The Comprehensive Plan shall be periodically reviewed to determine the achievement and

applicability of stated policy goals, and shall be updated or revised as necessary.

APPROVED, ADOPTED AND SIGNED this_ A7 day ”f&jcb%éw,g—w%.
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ATTEST:

Tina Dominguez, anla e Clerk Q
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INTRODUCTION

The Village of Corrales, New Mexico has evolved through the centuries from a Pueblo Indian
settlement which predates the European presence in America to a small municipality on the urban
fringes of Rio Rancho and Albuquerque. Corrales’ natural amenities and agricultural historic character
have provided a high quality community environment for its citizens. However, surrounding
urbanization and growth within the Corrales Valley threaten to alter these assets. The Village of
Corrales is virtually surrounded by other municipalities and tribal lands as indicated on Map 1.

Corrales has always maintained a strong agrarian sense of community self-support and community
self-determination. Finding itself faced with the problems of a stressed physical infrastructure and
demands for increased services; and realizing the need to plan for and manage growth more
effectively, the Village has undertaken a lengthy planning process to determine its options and
develop policies which will address the priorities and long term goals of the community.

Purpose of this Comprehensive Plan

A Comprehensive Plan should establish the philosophical base and reasoning from which future
zoning, subdivision, infrastructure and land use decisions will be determined. New Mexico Statutes
require zoning regulations to be in accordance with a comprehensive plan (3-21-5 NMSA 1987). The
Plan should be based on surveys and studies of existing conditions and probable future growth
patterns. It should have the purpose of guiding and coordinating harmonious development and
promoting health, safety, and, in general, the welfare of the community.

Preparation of this Comprehensive Plan

The Plan is a revision of the original Corrales Master Plan prepared in 1974. Current revisions were
adopted in 1988 and 1n 1996 by committees created by resolution of the Corrales Village Council.

The Comprehensive committees identified preservation of existing village character and growth
management as the primary themes of the Comprehensive Plan revisions. The committees felt that
the core of the planning problem facing Corrales was how to effectively and efficiently meet the
pressures of growth from outside the community and the dynamic impacts of growth within the
Village. Map 2 displays the Village of Corrales Planning Area.
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Village of Corrales and Surrounding Communities
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To ensure wise growth management the following have been established.

The governing Body should:
ENCOURAGE, PRESERVE AND ENHANCE THE RURAL, AGRICULTURAL,
HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL CHARACTER OF THE VILLAGE,

PROTECT THE ENVIRONMENT, INCLUDING OPEN SPACE, THE RIO GRANDE
BOSQUE, THE SAND DUNES, ARROYOS, ACEQUIAS, MAIN CANAL AND
ESCARPMENT;

MANAGE DEVELOPMENT OF APPROPRIATE COMMERCIAL ACTIVITIES WITHIN
THE VILLAGE WHICH PRESERVE AND ENHANCE ITS SEMI-RURAL
AGRICULTURAL CHARACTER, AND ITS ECONOMIC DIVERSITY.

FOSTER SOUND PLANNING OF RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT, INCLUDING
DESIGNING A SYSTEM OF ROADS AND STREETS WHICH IS
ENVIRONMENTALLY SOUND AND APPROPRIATELY SCALED TO THE NEEDS
AND LIFESTYLES OF RESIDENTS.

Demographic Data Concerning Corrales

Corrales' population grew from slightly over 200 people in 1770 to about 600 people in 1880. By
1970, the population of the unincorporated Corrales was reported in the US Census at 2213. In 1980,
the US Census showed 2791 people living within the incorporated limits of the Village of Corrales.
At the time, about 35% were of Spanish origin and slightly over 50% had lived in the Village longer
than five years. The 1990 Census disclosed a Village population of 5453, an increase of nearly 100
percent during the preceding decade. The proportion of residents of Spanish origin had declined to
27 percent of the total population. Also in 1990, the average number of persons per dwelling
(household) was 2.69 compared to an average of 2.86 persons per dwelling in 1980. The 1990
Census data further revealed Corrales to be a commuter community in which 80 percent of the
employed residents travel to jobs outside the Village. As these statistics indicate, the Village of
Corrales is a rapidly growing community in which preservation and growth management are crucial
issues of the Village government.

Land Use Characteristics

The distribution of development according to land use is shown on Map 3, which was generated from
aerial photography and field surveys. Corrales is a low-density residential community surrounding a
short, commercial corridor along a central arterial state road. Most of the local road network
converges on Corrales Road and 1s historically influenced by the irrigation/drainage canal system
which creates a unique pattern of long, parallel cul-de-sacs providing access to the majority of
residents. Table 1 summarizes different land use areas, as determined by platting and actual use based
on a Density Impact Study dated December, 1995. Table 2 shows the distribution of residential and
nonresidential structures in the Village.



In terms of land use, the Corrales Bosque Preserve is a unique part of the Village. Situated along the
Rio Grande, between the Village's eastern boundary and the eastern edge of Village private lands, the
Corrales Bosque Preserve is a nature preserve within the jurisdiction of the municipality. Comprising
nearly 10% of the Village area, this 662.4-acre tract of riparian habitat is recognized as ecologically
significant for the American Southwest. A multitude of federal and state agencies have narrowly
prescribed statutory responsibilities which directly affect the Preserve. The Middle Rio Grande
Conservancy District maintains irrigation, drainage and flood control works within the Preserve and
clarms ownership of the land. The Viilage, as a subdivision of the state of New Mexico, exercises its
municipal powers to manage and regulate the Preserve. An agreement entered into in 1984 between
the Village of Corrales and The Nature Conservancy, a national nonprofit organization devoted to
the protection of ecologically significant areas, establishes broad policy guidelines and a permanent
source of funding for management of the Preserve. The Preserve is maintained by the Village as an
undeveloped natural area, with public use being limited to nondisruptive educational, scientific and
passive recreational pursuits. The legal boundaries of the Preserve and the regulations governing its
use by the public are set forth in the Corrales Municipal Code. The Village's regulatory scheme for
management of the Preserve is regarded as a model for the protection of natural values in urbanizing
areas.
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Table 1: Land Use by Area and Occupancy
(Based on 1995 Density Impact Study)

Land Use Type Acreage Platted Lots | Developed
Lots

Residential 4816 4061 2420

Multi-Family Residential 32 96 %6
Commercial 46 62 37

Professional Services 5 5 1

Government and Institutional 27 14 14

Bosque Preserve

Parks 4.6

Histonc/Parks/Monuments 35

Vacant Residential 1216.15
Church 11

Drainage (Los Montoyas & 57
Harvey Jones Channel)

TOTA

Table 2: Residential and NonResidential Structures

Residential Units 1987 Estimate 1990 Census 1995 Estimates

Single Family Residences 1,213 1,616 2,253
Mobile Homes 350 387
Apartment Units 230 N/A

TOTALS 2,640

NonResidential Units

Commercial Units







