
VILLAGE OF CORRALES

ORDINANCE NO. 09-017

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 18, ARTICLE V TERRAINS

AND STORMWATERMANAGEMENTOF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES

OF THE VILLAGE OF CORRALES, BEING ORDINANCE NO. 06-03,

ADOPTED OCTOBER 24, 2006; AMENDING THE DEFINITIONS OF

CERTAIN TERMS; REQUIRING RECORD DRAWINGS UPON

COMPLETION OF REQUIRED WATER CONTROL STRUCTURES OR

MODIFICATION OF TERRAIN; AND MAKING TECHNICAL AND

EDITORIAL CORRECTIONS AND CHANGES.

WHEREAS, on October 24, 2006, the Village Council, the governing body "Governing

Body" of the Village of Corrales the "Village", adopted Ordinance No. 06-03, the "Terrains and

Storm Water Management Ordinance," to provide for the better control ofterrain modification and

storm water management in the Village; and

WHEREAS, Ordinance No, 06-03 has been codified as Article V ofChapter 18 ofthe Code

of Ordinances of the Village; and

WHEREAS, the Planning and Zoning Commission the "Commission" of the Village has

recommended to the Governing Body that certain amendments should be adopted to clarify and to

modify certain definitions adopted as part of Ordinance No. 06-03, and to add new definitions of

some terms used therein; and

WHEREAS, the Commission has further recommended that where development ofproperty

pursuant to the Ordinance requires creation of water control structures or modification ofterrain on

the property, the applicant should be required to submit certified record drawings showing that such

water control structures or modification of terrain have or has been completed; and

WHEREAS, for the foregoing purposes the Commission has recommended to the Governing

Body the adoption of an amending ordinance in substantially the form of this Ordinance.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Governing Body of the Village of

Corrales, New Mexico, that Sections 18-160 through 18-172, inclusive, ofthe Code ofOrdinances of

the Village of Corrales the "Code", designated as Chapter 18, Article V of the Code and

comprising Ordinance No. 06-03, adopted on October 24, 2006, are hereby amended to read as

follows:

ARTICLE V. TERRAINS AND STORM WATER MANAGEMENT.

18-160. Purpose.
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The purpose of this article is to protect, maintain and enhance the health, safety, and general welfare of

the citizens and natural environment of the Village. The following goals and objectives shall be considered

during the design and planning process for all proposed developments subject to these regulations:

a Ensure sound and orderly development of the natural terrain;

b Protect life and property from the dangers of flooding and the hazard of improper cuts and fills;

c Minimize erosion and sedimentation;

d Minimize destruction of the natural landscape;

e Protect the scenic character of the Village of Corrales from the visual blight of indiscriminate cuts

and fills and vegetation removal resulting from extensive grading and utility scars;

f Treat storm water runoff as a valuable natural resource in the Village of Corrales, a community

that is prone to drought, by encouraging water collection and infiltration on site;

g Control the adverse impacts associated with accelerated storm water runoff on natural drainage

ways, hillsides, and all structures due to increased development and impervious surfaces;

h Minimize erosion and degradation of arroyo channels and improve the condition of the channel

where possible;

i Respect, protect, maintain, and restore natural drainage ways, wetlands, bosques, floodplains,

steep slopes, riparian vegetation, and wildlife habitat areas;

j Prevent storm water runoff from damaging acequias or other irrigation facilities; and,

k Provide aesthetically pleasing solutions to storm water management and erosion control measures

by integrating measures into the overall landscape and site design.

History: Ord. No. 06-03 S 1, adopted 10-24-06.

18-161. Applicability.

a The requirements of this article shall apply to all lands within the Village that are located west of

the Corrales Main Canal.

b Minimum standards and submittal requirements for terrain and storm water management are based

on the type of project, as follows:

1 Grading permit applications, when required by this article or any other provision of the Village

Land Use Ordinances, shall meet the minimum standards and submittal requirements in section! 8-

164.

2 The approved final terrain and storm water plans, when required, shall be submitted with the

application for building permit.

3 All construction projects shall comply with the objectives, intent, and minimum standards of this

section including, without limitation:

a. New construction;

b. Reconstruction;



c. Demolition; and

d. Construction of roadways and drainage as approved in the subdivision process following

approved grading and drainage plans.

c Exemptions.

New construction, remodeling, additions, or other alterations to existing structures and development

identified in section 18-164a2 are exempt from the requirements of this section provided that they meet

all of the following conditions:

1 Less than one thousand 1,000 square feet of total land area is disturbed;

2 No slopes greater than eight 8 percent are disturbed;

3 Existing drainage patterns on the property are not changed in a way that would increase the

amount of storm water runoff leaving the property;

4 No cut slopes or fill exceeding 3 to 1 grade 3 horizontal to 1 vertical are created, unless retained

in accordance with a design certified by a professional engineer and approved by the Village

Engineer; and

5 The applicant, by applying for this exemption, has not exceeded the thirty-five percent 35% lot

coverage limitation of the property.

d Alternative compliance.

Applicants may propose alternatives to standard storm water management techniques, so long as these

alternatives allow the project to meet the minimum standards and general requirements of this section.

Alternative techniques may be proposed that achieve improved environmental performance, including

reduced storm water runoff, increased infiltration, reduced sedimentation and erosion, and for aesthetic

purposes. Proposals for alternative compliance to standard storm water management techniques shall be

subject to review and recommendation by the Village Engineer in writing to the Planning and Zoning

Commission. Applicants shall bear costs of engineering review whether the proposal for alternative

compliance is approved or rejected.

e Fees.

All applications and permits required by this Article shall not be processed without payment of an

administrative fee to the Village by the applicant at the time of application. All fees are nonrefundable. A

current fee schedule shall be maintained by the Administrator.

I All costs incurred for publication and certified mailings related to notice of a hearing shall be paid

by the applicants.

2 Any additional resubmittals shall be accompanied by the required application fees.

History: Ord. No. 06-03 § I, adopted 10-24-06.

18-162. Definitions.

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this Article, shall have the meanings ascribed to

them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning.
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Words, terms, or phrases not defined in this section shall be interpreted to give them the meaning they

have in most common usage and to give this article its most reasonable application.

Active water harvesting means the containment of precipitation or run-off in a storage tank and

distribution with a mechanical system, by means of gravity or a pump.

Administrator means the Planning and Zoning Administrator of the Village.

Application means all the documents and fees required of the applicant for a permit or approval.

Arroyo means a normally dry water course.

Baseflood means the flood having a one percent chance of being equaled or exceeded in any given

year.

Best management practices means practices used to reduce erosion and sediment transport during the

construction process.

Bioengineering techniques means erosion control methods which use plants, sometimes in conjunction

with mechanical methods, to build living structures on steep slopes, stream banks, and at the interface

between soil and water.

Build means to construct, erect, convert, enlarge, reconstruct or structurally alter a structure.

Buildable site means a contiguous area of land located within a single lot on which a structure can be

developed in compliance with all requirements of this section, all requirements of the underlying zone, and

all applicable performance standards, including, but not limited to, the terrain management regulations set

forth in this article.

Channel means a portion of a drainage way that has naturally or artificially developed bed or banks to

confine and conduct continuously or periodically a flow of water.

Channel depth means the vertical distance between the lowest point of a channel and the highest

adjacent top of bank on either side of the channel.

Check dam means a small dam built within a drainage channel to decrease flow velocity and reduce

erosion by reducing the channel gradient, minimize scour, and promote deposition of sediment.

Cistern means an artificial reservoir for storing water, often underground.

Commission means the Planning and Zoning Commission of the Village.

Cul-de-sac means a minor street with only one inlet and a tumaround or dead end at the other

terminus.

Cut means the removal of earth material from a slope.

Detention means the temporary storage of storm water to prevent excessive or excessively rapid runoff.

A detention basin is designed to empty within a specified period of time after filling and will not normally

contain water.

Development means any man-made change in improved and unimproved real estate, including but not

limited to buildings or other structures, mining, dredging, filling, grading, paving, excavation or drilling

operations.

Drainage easement means the use of land primarily for the movement of storm water through a

drainage way, a floodplain or land susceptible to flooding and for the maintenance of drainage structures.

4



This right of use by a person, private entity, the Village, or other public agency over the property of

another may be reserved by plat, by easement agreement, or otherwise acquired.

Drainage right-of-way means land dedicated by the owner and accepted by the Village or other public

agency primarily for the movement of storm water through a drainage way, a floodplain or land susceptible

to flooding and for the maintenance of drainage structures. Such ownership in fee simple may be

conveyed by plat, by deed, or by other instrument, or otherwise acquired.

Drainage way means a natural or artificial land surface depression with or without perceptibly defined

bed and banks, to which or through which surface runoff gravitates, collects, impounds or is channeled for

disposition.

Earth material means any rock, natural soil or fill and any combination thereof.

Erosion means the wearing away of ground surfaces as a result of the movement of wind, water and

ice.

Erosion control structures means structures of any type that are designed or intended to reduce or

minimize erosion, and includes but is not limited to check dams, detention basins, and wire-enclosed rip-

rap.

Excavation means the mechanical removal of earth material.

FEMA means the United States Federal Emergency Management Agency.

Fill means a deposit of earth material by artificial means.

Flood orflooding means a general and temporary condition of partial or complete inundation of

normally dry land areas from:

1 The overflow of inland waters; or

2 The unusual and rapid accumulation or runoff of surface waters from any source.

Floodfringe means a portion of the floodplain lying on either side of the floodway, as determined by

FEMA.

Floodplain means the area inundated by the 100-year flood, which contains the floodway and flood

fringe.

Floodway means the stream channel and that portion of the adjacent floodplain which must remain

open to permit passage of base flood, as defined by FEMA.

Footprint means the configuration of the area of ground covered by a structure including all its parts.

French drain means an artificial in-ground trench or other volume of rock that infiltrates and

distributes water.

Grade means:

I The elevation at a defined point; or

2 Slope: an inclined ground surface.

Grading means any excavating or filling or combination thereof.

Impervious suiface means built or paved areas that will not absorb storm water. Graveled surfaces are

not impervious surfaces.




